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What We Did This Summer   
I would like to give a brief summary of some of the programs and professional development that were 
held in the district this summer. 
 
Books in the Park, our summer mobile lending library visited six sites each week in July and checked out 
1,823 books to the children of Franklin Township during that month. Thank you to our two ESL teachers 
who ran the program, Fran Bardusco and Farah Hussain, and our student volunteers from Franklin High 
School for their dedication. 
 
Academic Support Programs -  We were able to once again run a variety of academic support 
programs this summer.  Our English as a Second Language Enrichment Program provided support to 
approximately 120 students; our Summer Academies served 105 Sampson G. Smith and Franklin Middle 
School students and our Extended School Year Program for students with special needs was held at 
Franklin Park and Franklin High School for over 200 students.   
 
College Application Boot Camp – This was our first year and it was held over four days at the end of 
August.  It was a success with 30-40 Franklin High School students attending each day.  Workshops 
included information on filling out the common application, writing your personal statement and creating a 
resume. 
   
Professional Development and Curriculum Revision were held over the summer in the areas of 
Special Education and Primary and Secondary Mathematics.  Social Studies and Language Arts Literacy 
teachers worked on curriculum and common assessment revisions.  Several of our mathematics teachers 
attended the Central Jersey Mathematics Partnership at Rutgers University. During this program teachers 
gained an understanding for effective mathematics teaching strategies.  Several administrators and a 
media specialist attended the Confratute, a week-long gifted education conference at the University of 
Connecticut.   They learned a variety of principles and techniques to both engage advanced learners and 
advance all learners by focusing on students’ areas of skill and interest. 
 
Working with the State - This summer representatives from our Health and Physical Education 
Department were invited to the Department of Education by Peter Mazzagatti, Policy Analyst in the Office 
of Evaluation.  Physical Education and Health Supervisor, Rebekah Solomon, and teachers, Lauren 
O’Donnell (FMS), Ashley Sogluzzo (FMS), Daryn Plummer (FHS), and Christine Schwartz (FHS) 
collaborated with the State Department to create Physical Education SGO exemplars. I am proud to 
report that what they created will be used as a model for Health and PE throughout New Jersey.    
 
Retreat and Convocation - Our administrators gathered for a retreat at the end of August engaging in 
work focused on instructional leadership using the work of Robyn Jackson as a focus for activities and 
discussion. As the new school year approached, we held a New Teacher Orientation to welcome 94 
educators to our Franklin family.  The rest of the staff attended our Welcome Back Convocation on 
September 1st.  This was followed by professional development sessions and faculty meetings at our 
schools prior to the successful opening of school on September 3rd.  Congratulations and thanks to all on 
a successful start to the 2015-2016 school year.   
 
Sharing Our Facilities - Finally, as you are aware much work was done in an around the district facilities 
this summer.  Our architects will be updating the Board and public at our October 15th meeting on all of 
our projects, including projects related to the “One Less Move” referendum.    


